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July 16, 2021 

 
The Harlem Township Trustees met in special session at the Firehouse and via Zoom on July 16, 2021 at 
8:00am. 
 
Trustees Present: David Jackson and Bob Singer 
Trustee Absent:  Jerry Paul 
Fiscal Officer Absent:  Lisa Hursey 
Staff Present: Chief Caito and Valerie Hamill 
 
Public Present:   
Bob Dalton, 11206 Woodtown Rd, Galena OH 43021, (614) 975-1675 
Jim Clark, 11661 Woodtown Rd, Galena OH 43021, (740) 965-5003 
John Markgraf, 15820 Robins Rd, Galena OH 43021, (740) 240-2468 
Matt Dickens, 5389 Eric Dr, Galena, OH 43021, (740) 815-0507 
Jim Deuschle, 4283 Pine View Dr., Galena, OH 43021, (614) 734-1407 
Tod Billy, 2492 Miller Paul Rd, Galena, OH 43021, (614) 634-2650 
Natalie Chime, 12305 Woodtown Rd, Galena, OH 43021, (614) 506-3377 
Rob Heiney, 12305 Woodtown Rd, Galena, OH 43021, no phone # given 
David West, 11211 Woodtown Rd, Galena, OH 43021, (614) 440-1475 
Travis Tropp, 2478 Miller Paul Rd, Galena, OH 43021, no phone # given 
Bob McCarthy, 4225 Pine View Dr, Galena, OH 43021, (740) 965-1300 
Diane McCarthy, 4225 Pine View Dr, Galena, OH 43021, (740) 965-1300 
George Palko, 11800 Overbrook Ln, Galena, OH 43021, (614) 400-8737 
Tiffany Miller, 3575 Green Cook Rd, Galena, OH 43021, (614) 832-6213 
Jackie Burton, 3249 Brookview Dr, Galena, OH 43021, (614) 554-5020 
Rhonda Shade, 10988 Adams Rd, Galena, OH 43021, (614) 832-1634 
Les Campbell, 11369 Overbrook Ln, Galena, OH 43021, (614) 578-5936 
Thomas Wentz, 11850 Overbrook Ln, Galena, OH 43021, (614) illegible 
Melissa Feicht, 2552 S. St. Rt. 605, Galena, OH 43021, (740) 816-2740 
Janet Scott, 12740 Woodtown Rd, Galena, OH 43021, (614) 572-6476 
Tim Reymann, 3129 Brookview Dr, Galena, OH 43021, (614) 561-1361 
Noreen Reymann, 3129 Brookview Dr, Galena, OH 43021, (614) 561-1361 
Joe Walton, 12176 Woodtown Rd, Galena, OH 43021, (216) 926-7966 
Anna Walton, 12176 Woodtown Rd, Galena, OH 43021, (216) 926-7966 
Jay Dotson, 3241 Miller Paul Rd, Galena, OH 43021, (614) 560-9340 
Jennifer Beard, 2538 Miller Paul Rd, Galena, OH 43021, (614) 620-9600 
Jerrit Francis, 11811 Thornbrook Dr, Galena, OH 43021, (614) 340-9919 
Julie Schmidt, 12379 Woodtown Rd, Galena, OH 43021, (614) 353-4444 
Gene Linton, 15714 Trenton Rd, Galena, OH 43021, (419) 305-2134 
Nicole Walker, 6023 Red Bank Rd, Galena, OH 43021, (614) 937-3252 
John Stenger, 11460 Thornbrook Dr, Galena, OH 43021, (614) 534-7975 
Becky Gilbert, 11420 Woodtown Rd, Galena, OH 43021, (614) 965-2711 
Denise Hergatt, 6218 Harlem Rd, Galena, OH 43021, (614) 806-6300 
Chris Hill, 6218 Harlem Rd, Galena, OH 43021, (248) 895-8642 
Christina Paul-Fuller, 4939 Miller Paul Rd, Galena, OH 43021, (740) 513-9382 
Caroline Crawford, 11275 Woodtown Rd, Galena, OH 43021 
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Catherine Nelson, 4000 S. Old 3C Hwy, Galena, OH 43021 
Jennifer Tieche, 4285 S. St. Rt. 605, Galena, OH 43021 
Thomas Nied, 4686 S. St. Rt. 605, Galena, OH 43021  
Mike Kabler, Gorsuch Road, Galena, OH 43021 
 
Via Zoom: 
Keara Dalton (Dalton123) 
Madge Fitak, 10168 Gorsuch Rd, Galena OH 43021 
Virginia Lewis, Harlem Rd, Galena, OH 43021 
Debi Clark, 11611 Woodtown Rd, Galena, OH 43021 
  
Trustee Bob Singer opened the meeting and greeted the attendees, requested all to register on the sign-
in sheet at the room entrance, and to silence all cell phones. Mr. Singer explained the meeting rules and 
that all would have the opportunity to speak, if so desired. 
  
Trustee David Jackson called for the first hearing, Goldenseal LLC, 1876 Africa Road, Galena, Ohio 43021 
is seeking to rezone 13.013 acres from the current Zoning AR-1 Agricultural Residential to Proposed 
Zoning FR-1 Single Family Residential. There is no physical address for the property.  Parcel ID # 316-220-
01-092-002. This is the first trac to the east. 
 
The hearing was advertised in the July 3, 2021 Delaware Gazette more than 10 days prior to the hearing, 
as required. Mr. Jackson explained why the hearing was held this morning. The application was received 
by the Trustees on June 16, so to have waiting until the regular session Trustee meeting would have 
taken the hearing beyond the allowed 30 days. 
 
The Regional Planning Report for this trac that the proposed zoning would require minimum lot size of 2 
acres on a sliding scale of frontage, which means that a net 2 acre would be 1.75, if the lot is bigger, will 
have more frontage. Please refer to zoning FR-1 section to see the frontages. 
 
Utilizing the minimum lot size permitted, the maximum number of lots allowed would be 6, requiring 
the construction of a public road to public standards. The proposed Zoning FR-1 for lots with 2-3 acres 
requires 175 ft frontage. This trac is 475 ft wide trac, with a potential of 2 lots and 2 flag lots, for a 
maximum total of 4 lots. 
 
Harlem Township Comprehensive Plan of 2007 recognizes this as Sub Area D and identifies this property 
for residential use. The Plan recommends maintaining 2 acres minimum for properties rezoned to FR-1 
to encourage protection of natural resources, like surface water and flood plains, neither of which 
pertain to this property.  
 
Therefore, the Delaware County Regional Planning Staff recommended approval of the Goldenseal 
application. 
 
In regard to our Zoning Commission, when they had their hearing on this application, there was 
discussion with the Board members on the application, and it was recommended approval vote for the 
Trustees by a vote of 3-1.  
 
Mr. Singer mentioned that it needs to be understood that in terms of sewer or septic systems, that is 
under the General Health District, they must get approval through them. There have been homeowners 
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asking about what the water-flow will be and the homeowners’ active efforts to ensure no impact on 
other area land owners. 
 
Mr. Singer asked if the land developer was present and if they would like to speak. Matt Dickens  
introduced himself as the developer. 
 
Mr. Singer opened the floor for public discussion. 
 
Bob Dalton, Jim Deuschle, Jim Clark, Caroline Crawford, Tom Wentz, Nicole Walker, Tim Reymann, 

Catherine Nelson, Melissa Feicht, John Markgraf, Tiffany Miller, Julie Schmidt, Les Campbell, Jackie 

Burton, Rhonda Shade, Ms. Dalton, George Palko, and Alex Sutliff raised concerns about flooding on 

their properties and over-development of the Township.   

Mr. Singer and Mr. Jackson explained that Delaware County Soil and Water needed to be contacted, and 

that the trustees are legally allowed to work only on township property to resolve water issues. Ohio 

law states that the Township cannot do work on private property to assist with drainage. 

Mr. Singer expressed his desire that all residents understand that the Trustees fully understand the 
citizens’ feelings and are residents of the township themselves, and hope that citizens will go on-line to 
review, and that the Trustees do want their input. There will even be hard copies available at the 
Firehouse for review in the near future. Dates and times will be posted on the webpage. 
 
Mr. Matt Dickens, developer, discussed Goldenseal LLC’s plans for the property of 17 homes on 111 
acres. Rezoning is for 2 acre minimum. Delaware County Soil is putting easements in place, that lawns 
and vegetation will help control water flow better than farm fields.  
 
Mr. Carl Richison introduced himself and discussed how many different issues limit the power and 
abilities of the Trustees and explained how Zoning and the Trustees are bound by law. Residents must 
get more involved as a community, to not wait until a problem arises, and to get involved with the 
Master Plan so that Zoning knows which way the community wants to see the area develop. 
 
Mr. Richison mentioned how surprised he was at the lack of community involvement at various Zoning 
and Trustee meetings, and that the community needs to do so. 
 
Mr. Jackson made a motion for HTZC21-08 Goldenseal LLC the rezoning of 13.011 acres from AR-1 to FR-
1, based on the report from Regional Planning and the comments from the Zoning Commission 
recommend approval. Mr. Jackson made a motion to approve said zoning. Mr. Singer seconded the 
motion. 
 
Mr. Singer requested a roll call. Roll call: Bob Singer, aye. Dave Jackson, aye. Jerry Paul absent. 
 
Mr. Singer will notify attendees of the Resolution number.  This approval is pending the option of the 
citizens of the township to do a referendum, which is 30 days before it will become final. 
 
Mr. Singer thanks the attendees for coming and welcomed all to come to the township meetings and to 
get involved with the township. 
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Mr. Jackson read the second hearing requested by Ryegrass LLC, 1876 Africa Road, Galena, Ohio 43021 
is seeking to rezone 11.352 acres from Current Zoning AR-1 Agricultural Residential to Proposed Zoning 
FR-1 Single Family Residential. There is no physical address for the property.  Parcel ID # 316-220-01-
091-001.   
 
This hearing was advertised in the July 3, 2021 Delaware Gazette, meeting the 10 day prior notice. The 
recommendation from Regional Planning is the same as the previous hearing of Comprehensive Plan 
2007 Sub Area D identifies properties for residential areas maintain a minimum of 2 acres to be rezoned 
to FR-1 encourages protection of natural resources, such as surface water and flood plains, neither of 
which pertains to this property. Staff recommended approval as did Harlem Township Zoning 
Commission, recommending 3-1 approval to the Township Trustees. All landowners were notified. 
 
Mr. Mike Kabler, Harlem Township Zoning Chair, clarified that all the surrounding property owners were 
notified prior to the first zoning meeting, but after another review of the rules, an additional 22 property 
owners were notified, with over 40 surrounding property owners being notified within the time 
required. 
 
Mr. Singer asked the developer if he would like to make any comments, which he declined. 
 
Mr. Singer asked if there were any questions or comments to be made by the public. 
 
Ms. Dalton (Zoom) asked how the 40 landowners were notified of the hearing. Mr. Kabler stated that a 
letter was mailed via first class mail. 
 
Mr. Singer asked if there were any additional comments. Being none, Mr. Singer requested a motion. 
 
Mr. Jackson made a motion for HTZC21-06 Ryegrass LLC the rezoning of 11.352 acres from AR-1 to FR-1, 
based on the report from Regional Planning and the comments from the Zoning Commission 
recommend approval. Mr. Jackson made a motion to approve said zoning. Mr. Singer seconded the 
motion. 
 
Mr. Singer requested a roll call. Roll call: Bob Singer, aye. Dave Jackson, aye. Jerry Paul absent. 
 
Motion passed. 
 
Mr. Singer explained the process of setting up the hearing date and time to the hearing attendees. Only 
2 people which attended the zoning meeting had expressed any concern, so the Trustees set the hearing 
for Friday, July 16 at 8am. 
 
Mr. Singer requested the third hearing. 
 
Mr. Jackson read the third hearing requested by Smileabit LLC, 1876 Africa Road, Galena, Ohio 43021 is 
seeking to rezone 13.013 acres from Current Zoning AR-1 Agricultural Residential to Proposed Zoning 
FR-1 Single Family Residential. There is no physical address for the property.  Parcel ID # 316-220-01-
092-001. 
 
This hearing was advertised in the July 3, 2021 Delaware Gazette, meeting the 10 day prior notice.  
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The recommendation from Regional Planning is the same as the previous hearing of Comprehensive 
Plan 2007 Sub Area D identifies properties for residential areas maintain a minimum of 2 acres to be 
rezoned to FR-1 encourages protection of natural resources, such as surface water and flood plains, 
neither of which pertains to this property. Staff recommended approval as did Harlem Township Zoning 
Commission, recommending 3-1 approval to the Township Trustees. All landowners were notified. 
 
Mr. Singer asked if there were any comments or questions by the public. 
 
Ms. Dalton asked if the three hearings were regarding one large parcel, and if only one referendum 
would be required or if four separate referendums need to be submitted. Mr. Singer informed Ms. 
Dalton that she would need to contact the Board of Elections, but that this is three separate hearings. 
 
Mr. Alec Suttliff introduced himself and asked if the Zoning commission approved the recommendation 
to the Trustees to approve the zoning change and why the Trustees could not decline the change. Mr. 
Singer explained the legal process and the jurisdiction of the Zoning and the Trustees. 
 
Mr. Singer asked if there were any additional comments or questions.  Being none, Mr. Singer asked for 
a motion. 
 
Mr. Jackson made a motion for HTZC21-07 Smileabit LLC, Parcel ID # 31622001092001, the rezoning of 
13.013 acres from AR-1 to FR-1, based on the report from Regional Planning and the comments from the 
Zoning Commission recommend approval. Mr. Jackson made a motion to approve said zoning. Mr. 
Singer seconded the motion. 
 
Mr. Singer requested a roll call. Roll call: Bob Singer, aye. Dave Jackson, aye. Jerry Paul absent. 
 
Motion passed. 
 
Mr. Singer asked Mr. Jackson if he had any additional comments. Mr. Jackson discussed previous dirt 
additions to a variety of properties and how the water flow affect all of the residents with changes made 
to the land.  
 
Mr. Singer stated that there were two separate questions on the Comprehensive Master Plan Survey 
asking residents their preference on lot size. 60% of the Comprehensive Master Plan survey returned 
stated a resident preference for 2 acre lots on one survey question, while the survey question of 5 acre 
(or more) lots, 45% preferred 5 acre lots. Approximately 800 surveys were completed. The Trustees 
want the Township to remain rural, so Mr. Singer stressed for the residents to get involved in the 
Township. 
 
Ms. Dalton expressed concern over the lack of connection with the residents via an ad in the Delaware 
Gazette, and wondering what other forms of communication can the Trustees reach out to the 
residents. Mr. Singer discussed how all of the township meetings are being held in person and via Zoom, 
making it easier to stay in touch. All of the meeting minutes are posted for the public on the webpage, 
to help stay up to date. The Trustees’ name and numbers are posted on the webpage, and welcome 
citizens to reach out to them. The Harlem Township Facebook page is another method of 
communication. 
 
Mr. Singer stated that a request went out for resident’s email addresses, but less than 10 were received.  
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Mr. Kabler discussed how Zoning sends out notifications for meetings and hearings, all which are posted 
on the webpage, and via Zoom. Mr. Kabler is pleased how quickly the meetings and minutes are being 
posted on the webpage, most times in less than 48 hours of approval. 

Being no further business, Mr. Singer requested a motion to adjourn.  

 

Mr. Jackson made a motion, Mr. Singer seconded. All Aye. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 9:54 
am. 

 

Vice President 

Alternate 

Administrative Assistant 

 


